
University of Applied Arts Vienna - Institute of Conservation / Universität für angewandte Kunst Wien - Institut für Konservierung und Restaurierung
H e a d  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e   /   I n s t i t u t s l e i t u n g   o.Univ.- Prof.  Mag. Dr.  Gabr ie la Kr is t
Salzgries 14, 3. – 5. Stock, 1010 Wien, Austria, T + 43 1 711 33 - 4810, F + 43 1 532 14 47 - 4819, kons-rest@uni-ak.ac.at, www.dieangewandte.at/restaurierung

Mag.art. Dr.phil. Martina Griesser-Stermscheg 

Dissertation 2005 / ABSTRACT English

Non-ferrous metal and electric light bulbs.  

The Church Furnishings of the Donaufeld Church in the Sign  

of Viennese Secessionism

Summary:

The methodical experiment and the invitation to an alternative perception of a historical inventory are at the 

forefront of the examination of the church furnishings of the Donaufelder Kirche in Vienna-Floridsdorf. Its 

construction (1905-1914) in Vienna‘s largest industrial district is considered a manifesto of ecclesiastical-

political will to order in an explosively growing working-class community. The dependence on the location 

and the target group determined the design; the „semi-industrial“ furnishings work with the façade.

The „semi-industrial“ interior works with the fascination of new technologies and materials: non-ferrous 

metal alloys were used in the art form of chased sheet metal sculpture, as well as electric lighting as a novel 

means of design expression at the turn of the century.

A new reading of this unique church interior enriches the already impressive spectrum of Viennese Art 

Nouveau churches with another facet that has not been considered in art history until now.


