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International Summer School 2021 Remote 

 

Tangible Cultural Heritage – Intangible Cultural Heritage – Conservation 

 

23-24 September 2021 
 

The International Summer Schools are already established events aiming at capacity building and 

exchange in the field of cultural heritage conservation. 

This year’s International Summer School Remote organized by the Institute of Conservation explores 

intersections and interactions of tangible and intangible cultural heritage with emphasis on  

(practical) implications of the intangible on conservation-restoration and synergies in the preservation 

of both. 

It builds bridges between the tangible and intangible, between continents and time zones, between 

perspectives towards the preservation of our cultural heritage. 

International lecturers from the China, Mongolia, Nepal, India, Thailand and Austria present case 

studies and projects in the two-day online event. 

Date: 23-24 September 2021 

Timings (both days): 9:00-c.12:00 Local Time Vienna (MESZ) | 12:30-c.15:30 Indian Standard Time 

(IST) | 12:45-c.15:45 Nepal Time (NPT) | 14:00-c.17:00 Indochina Time (ICT) | 15:00-c.18:00 

Ulaanbaatar Time (ULAT) | 15:00-c.18:00 China Standard Time (CST) 

Online platform: Zoom 

Participation is free of charge! 

 

Register now > martina.haselberger@uni-ak.ac.at 

Zoom links will be sent to registered participants one day before. 
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DRAFT PROGRAMME 

Thursday, 23 September 2021 

09:00-09:10 MESZ | 12:30-12:40 IST | 

12:45-12:55 NPT | 14:00-14:10 ICT | 

15:00-15:10 ULAT | 15:00-15:10 CST 

Opening Welcome 

09:10-09:40 MESZ | 12:40-13:10 IST | 

12:55-13:25 NPT | 14:10-14:40 ICT | 

15:10-15:40 ULAT | 15:10-15:40 CST 

in.tangible heritage  |  Cristina Biasetto 

09:40-10:10 MESZ | 13:10-13:40 IST | 

13:25-13:55 NPT | 14:40-15:10 ICT | 

15:40-16:10 ULAT | 15:40-16:10 CST 

Review of Cultural Relics Protection in China  |  Xue Ling, 

Cong Wang 

 

10:10-10:40 MESZ | 13:40-14:10 IST | 

13:55-14:25 NPT | 15:10-15:40 ICT | 

16:10-16:40 ULAT | 16:10-16:40 CST 

A project to replicate a unique thangka of the Museum of 

Fine Arts for research programs  |  S. Ganzam  

10:40-11:00 MESZ  | 14:10-14:30 IST | 

14:25-14:45 NPT | 15:40-16:00 ICT | 

16:40-17:00 ULAT | 16:40-17:00 CST 

Break 

11:00-11:30 MESZ | 14:30-15:00 IST | 

14:45-15:15 NPT | 16:00-16:30 ICT | 

17:00-17:30 ULAT | 17:00-17:30 CST  

Intangible Cultural Heritage and museums  |  Swosti R 

Kayastha 

 

11:30 – 12:00 MESZ | 15:00-15:30 IST | 

15:15-15:45 NPT | 16:30-17:00 ICT | 

17:30-18:00 ULAT | 17:30-18:00 CST 

t.b.d. 

12:00 – 12:30 MESZ | 15:30-16:00 IST | 

15:45-16:15 NPT | 17:00-17:30 ICT | 

18:00-18:30 ULAT | 18:00-18:30 CST 

Vienna’s Cityscape. Opportunities and Threats  |  Bruno 

Maldoner  

12:30-12:40 MESZ | 16:00-16:10 IST | 

16:15-16:25 NPT | 17:30-17:40 ICT | 

18:30-18:40 ULAT | 18:30-18:40 CST 

Closing remarks 
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Friday, 24 September 2021 

09:00-09:30 MESZ | 12:30-13:00 IST | 

12:45-13:15 NPT | 14:00-14:30 ICT | 

15:00-15:30 ULAT | 15:00-15:30 CST  

Living Heritage as Continuity/Change based conservation  

|  Peeraya Boonprasong  

09:30 -10:00 MESZ | 13:00-13:30 IST | 

13:15-13:45 NPT | 14:30-15:00 ICT | 

15:30-16:00 ULAT | 15:30-16:00 CST  

Consecration and Cultural Conservation: A Study on 

Purificatory Rituals of Hindu Temples  |  Anand Burdhan  

10:00-10:30 MESZ | 13:30-14:00 IST |  

13:45-14:15 NPT | 15:00-15:30 ICT | 

16:00-16:30 ULAT | 16:00-16:30 CST 

Issues and challenges of conservation of living monastic 

heritage in Ladakh: A need for shift in conservation 

paradigms |  Satish Pandey  

10:30-10:50 MESZ  | 14:00-14:20 IST  | 

14:15-14:35 NPT | 15:30-15:50 ICT | 

16:30-16:50 ULAT | 16:30-16:50 CST 

Break 

10:50-11:20 MESZ | 14:20-14:50 IST  | 

14:35-15:05 NPT | 15:50-16:20 ICT | 

16:50-17:20 ULAT | 16:50-17:20 CST 

Conserving Living Patan – Implications of a living culture 

on conservation-restoration  |  Martina Haselberger, 

Gabriela Krist  

11:20-11:50 MESZ | 14:50-15:20 IST  | 

15:05-15:35 NPT | 16:20-16:50 ICT | 

17:20-17:50 ULAT | 17:20-17:50 CST 

t.b.d. 

11:50.12:00 MESZ | 15:20-15:30 IST  | 

15:35-15:45 NPT | 16:50-17:00 ICT | 

17:50-18:00 ULAT | 17:50-18:00 CST 

Closing remarks 

 

Austrian Commission for UNESCO, Austria 

Cristina Biasetto, Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Delhi Institute of Heritage Research and Management, India 

Anand Burdhan, Faculty of Museology 
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Institute of Conservation, University of Applied Arts Vienna, Austria 

Gabriela Krist, Professor and Head of the Institute  

Bruno Maldoner, Professor 

Martina Haselberger, University assistant 

Lumbini Buddhist University, Nepal 

Swosti R Kayastha, Lecturer MA Museology and Buddhist Collection 

Mongolian State University of Arts and Culture, Mongolia 

S. Ganzam 

National Museum Institute  of History of Art, Conservation and Museology New Delhi, India 

Satish Pandey, Associate Professor and Head of the Conservation Department 

School of Cultural Heritage, Northwest University, China 

Xue Ling, Professor 

Silpakorn University, Thailand 

Peeraya Boonprasong, Assistant Professor Faculty of Architecture 

 

 

ABSTRACTS 

 

Cristina Biasetto 

in.tangible heritage 

Abstract: The protection and safeguarding of cultural heritage have been among UNESCO's central 

tasks since its foundation. Numerous international treaties were established to provide an adequate 

regulatory framework. In contrast to treaties concerning the protection of tangible cultural heritage 

(1954, 1972, 2001), the Convention of 2003 introduced the term “intangible cultural heritage”, 

extending the international protection of cultural heritage also to cultural practices.  

Tangible and intangible cultural heritage are always complementary. Intangible cultural heritage refers 

to both: the experiential knowledge of communities and the material tools, resources and cultural 

spaces necessary for it. Although the 2003 Convention is intended to be complementary to the 

tangible cultural heritage and cannot be seen as separate from it, intangible cultural heritage makes 

no claim to possessing exceptional universal value for the whole of humanity. Living heritage has 

significance and relevance above all for the respective tradition bearers.  
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Xue Ling, Cong Wang 

Review of Cultural Relics Protection in China 

Abstract: The cultural relics are the precious heritage left by the ancient ancestors, which are of great 

significance. How to protect cultural relics, display and inherit the implied value have attracted 

widespread attention in international academic community. This lecture intends to briefly introduce 

the current situation of cultural relics protection in China and my thoughts from several aspects which 

include the attributes of cultural relics protection objects, the purpose, methods and principles of 

cultural relics protection, the relationship between protection and restoration, as well as the future 

development of cultural relics protection. 

 

S. Ganzam 

A project to replicate a unique thangka of the Museum of Fine Arts for research programs   

Abstract: XX 

 

Swosti R Kayastha 

Intangible Cultural Heritage and museums 

Abstract: Museums are dedicated spaces that collect and preserve the tangible cultural heritages of 

mankind. However, it is these tangible cultural heritages that imbibed the intangible value before their 

arrival to museums, therefore the intangible aspect of the museum objects is hard to be separated 

from their intrinsic value. In relation to the connectedness of these two aspects, museums of the 21st 

Century are reaching out to make this connection. Nepal being a land where there are “as many 

temples as houses and as many idols as inhabitants”, as quoted by Colonel Kirkpatrick in his book in 

1811 CE. This quote underpins the rich cultural heritage of the country. It is here, where a thriving 

practice of intangible cultural heritage is observed with great reverence till today and this lecture 

seeks to highlight this connection with museums. 

 

Bruno Maldoner 

Vienna’s Cityscape. Opportunities and Threats. 

Abstract: History, historic building structures and topography as well have shaped the very specific 

character of Vienna’s cityscape. Key concepts were realized in 19th century: Ringstraße, training of 

the Danube river, the adoption of the Vienna Construction Plan in 1893, which specified the buildings 

heights and 1905 the adoption of the green belt (Wald- und Wiesengürtel) around the city. The 
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destruction during WW2 also gave a strong impact resulting in reconstruction activities over many 

years time.  

There we will mention a number of opportunities as well threats in the course of the 20th century.  

In the last years in particular, we observed that the demands on the protection and preservation of 

monuments have expanded beyond individual objects and have started to cover smaller or even 

larger areas.  

What prerequisites do we need for a project in accordance with the requirements of individual 

monuments and the cityscape as a whole? My thesis is that the relation to systematic planning is 

indispensable, especially for large-scale projects. The demands to individual buildings, ensembles or 

monument areas is often contradictory: Safeguarding, preserving, restoring or adapting and renewing 

historical objects while taking account of economic frameworks and time constraints often means to 

try and square the circle.  

 

Peeraya Boonprasong 

Living Heritage as Continuity/Change based conservation 

Abstract: Changing society from strengthen economy policy through tourism industry is separating 

human from their familiar living to highlight only on commodity and consumption. This situation is 

hence Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) as parts of living heritage is presently suffering from 

discontinuity. Through the concept of Living Heritage invented in 2003 by ICCROM, it was to underline 

the living dimensions of heritage sites on how human recognition and application to contemporary 

life, people’s interests and possible benefits, and ability to establish long-term care and maintenance. 

At this point, reviews on intangible aspect as dynamism of social movement should strengthen 

method of safeguarding the living heritage since conservation of heritage cannot only focus on either 

physical or intangible improvement. A question raised here is what type of safeguarding method does 

offer a well balance between continuity of process and prevention of change? A talk emphasizes on a 

process of the heritage creation and the way of heritage forwardness through the architectural 

relevance. Concept of living heritage and method of safeguarding will be discussing on circumstances 

between continuity and change through samples of case studies. It indicates that ICH links to 

continuity and change of Living Heritage through function of the building, craftsmanship relevant to 

repair, refurbishment and replacement, and balance of socio-economic association of the heritage. 

To safeguard ICH dimensions relevant to a building for long term use, it is to confirm that the ICH is 

promoting on everyday basis which links to social demands, encouraging repair rather than 

reconstruction and use of authentic materials or even supporting manufacturing process as 

resources. Furthermore, it is to make sure that the local community who has a long-term association 

to place can participate through the process.  
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Anand Burdhan 

Consecration and Cultural Conservation: A Study on Purificatory Rituals of Hindu Temples. 

Abstract: Cultural conservation in India is integral to temple tradition. In fact, conservation and 

consecration in India are intertwined with each other. They form a set of grand rituals that can be 

termed as purificatory rituals. Their origin is linked to cleaning, curation and in some cases with 

consolidation. Later, injunctions were created to make rules for rituals as axiomatic principles of high 

sacredness that needed a specific group of ritualisists having expertise in handling sacred objects 

and knowledge of auspicious herbs used for cleaning and conservation. The first text that contains a 

brief discussion on such Sacerdotal practices is Vrihatsamhita, compiled in 5th CE by Varahmihir. The 

Agnipurana, however is the most significant text on Purificatory Rituals that intend structural as well as 

environmental conservation. Moreover, purificatory rituals are part of enduring intangible heritage 

related to south Indian temples viz, Kumbhabhisekam and Thirumanjanam. Especially, Thirumanjanam 

organised after every 12 years is a system of herbal cleaning in Shaiva temples. Thirumanjanam, is an 

equally important method of herbal cleaning practiced by Vaishnav temples. This paper envisages a 

series of other methods that intend to conserve sacred objects as well as shrines.  

These methods are, Samprokshnam, Abhishekam, Dadhisnanam, Punyodakasnanam, etc. The herbals 

used for these methods are mainly sandal, turmeric, camphor, curd, milk and fine quality of clay. 

 

Satish Pandey 

Issues and challenges of conservation of living monastic heritage in Ladakh: A need for shift in 

conservation paradigms  

Abstract: Ladakh’s cultural identity resonates with Buddhist monasteries, known as Gompas. These 

monasteries occupy a central position for religious and cultural practices and are in constant use by 

the community. These living heritage sites are facing numerous challenges and many of them have 

undergone irreparable damage in the recent past. The issues and challenges of conservation of 

monastic cultural heritage in Ladakh do not arise only from the material aspects of objects and sites 

themselves but also from the social-religious context in which they are embedded and the functions 

they serve. The religious rites and rituals often have detrimental effects on heritage materials, 

however, these cultural practices are part of the intangible heritage and are important to be preserved. 

Since the intangible values are intrinsic to the material heritage, the conservation of monastic cultural 

heritage, needs a holistic approach as opposed to traditional material-centric approaches. Developing 

a harmonization between the tangible and intangible cultural values and reflecting this understanding 

in the conservation process, is crucial to achieve sustainable conservation of living heritage sites. 
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Martina Haselberger, Gabriela Krist 

Conserving Living Patan – Implications of a living culture on conservation-restoration   

Abstract: Conservation practice within a living culture entails certain challenges. Forms of “usage” and 

“interaction” with objects/monuments have to be considered in the conservation concept, to be 

identified before any practical conservation is started; requirements of communities, tradition bearers 

and practitioners must be taken into account; constraints in practice, e.g. related to accessibility and 

the implementation of certain conservation measures are common. At the same time cultural 

practices, skills and knowledge play a vital role in the establishment of tangible features; and cultural 

expression animates, enlivens and provides meaning to tangible properties. 

Conservation interventions on objects, monuments and sites can entail impacts on an associated 

living culture and vice versa; thus conservators have also a responsibility not only to understand and 

consider tangible and intangible constituents and the relations between both, but also towards 

tradition practitioners and bearers.  

The lecture explores the (practical) implications of a living heritage on conservation-restoration 

practice. Ways and means to illustrate and better understand the nexus between tangible and 

intangible cultural heritage, and thus supplement conservation condition survey, are addressed. 

The study is based on case studies, which are selected from among the conservation projects of the 

Institute of Conservation at the University of Applied Arts Vienna in Nepal. The Institute emphasis to 

“work with/on originals” in the framework of the conservation training in Vienna and the decade-long 

working experience in India and Nepal have resulted in a pool of conservation projects.  

 

 


